As we saw a little bit this morning, about how John of the Cross sees things, how he sees God, how
he sees all of creation, and most imPortantlg) us, in relationship with God; and the central Place of
Jesus d’lrist, the Word, the Son of God, in all of that. All of creation is the bride of Jesus C]’m’st, of
course, and that image of the bride he uses for every Christian; every person in rela’cionship with
Jesus Christ is bride in relationship with the Bridegroom‘ rd like to continue with that now, Jesus
Christ and the Place of Jesus in the spiri’cual life. rdlike to start with that ‘Prayer of the Soul
Taken with Love’; the soul that’s enamoured with God,

in the Sayings of Light and Love. Nos 26/27 in the newer edition, and page 668 in the older edition.)
It's a beautiful prayer, a prayer ofa person who is now tota”9 taken up with the love of God and we
see in this prayer that God has given everg’ching in giving His Son, Jesus Christ; the person who has
received Jesus Christ, which is all of us, has evergthing. Whoever has Jesus has cvergthing; and
yetas the prayer shows us, this person is exPeriencing emp’ciness, and longing, andis qucstioning.
That’s where the prayer begins with the person questioning God and hersel?, c]uestioning the
situation that she finds herself in. There are rea”g two halves to the prayer, so let’s take the first
half.

It is a series of questions, a series of affirmations, a series of statements. For it begins bg
acldrcssing God ‘Lord God, my Beloved’. It bcgins with this affirmation of love, God is whom 1 love,
whom 'm loved }33 ; that relationship of love. That’s the oPcning statement: she believes in that
love. Then the first c]uestion, ‘ hcgou still remember my sins in such a way that you do not do what |
beg of you, do your will concerning them, my God, which is what I most desire, and exercise your
goodncss and mercy, and you will be known throug]'] them’. Whg is God not answering her
prayers? Why is God not doingwha’c she begs? Magbe it’s my sins that He remembers? Ifitis,
then Gocl, onlg you can deal with those and whg dort 3ou? So that’s the first thing that comes into
the soul’s mind, is it the sins 7 Is that’s what’s stopping God? There’s a sense that God is not
giving, not revealing Himsehc, God is not answering her prayer.

Second question, ‘But if you are waiting for my goocl works?  The first one is, is it my sins that
are the obstacle? Nowis it my lack oFgoocl works ? Somet]ﬁing so human in this; and here it’s
somebodg at the very heights of love and rclationship with God. Is it my lack of good works? If itis
then grant me the goocl works, because if itis | can’t do them mgsehc) only God candoit. Real good
works can onlg be done througl'] God through us; so grant them to me, and work them for me: and if
it’s sugeringgou desire to accept, let that be done; whatever it is that you’re asking for. Inboth of
these you see, she’s cxl:vressing her total dependence upon God. SinFulness) | cannot get over
without your }’ICIP; good works cannot be done without God doing them. Both are exPressions of
depcnclence upon God. Humilitg, submissiveness, etc.

Then the next c]uestion; ‘But if you’re not waiting for my works, what is it that makes you wait,

My most clement Lord? Whg do you delag’? if it's not good works wh9 do 1 have to wait? What's
the purpose of this waiting? The sense that there’s something missing. ‘For if, after a”, Jamto
receive the grace and mercy that | entreat of you in your Son, take my mite, since you desire it, and
grant me this blcssing, since you also desire that’. So if 'm to receive everything, your grace, your
mercy, that ’m asking forin your Son Jesus Christ, take the little rm gving you, whichis cvergt"ling,
because that you desire that | give cvergthing, and grant me this blessing since you desire that.
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Because the nature of God is that God wants to give, we’ve seen that and she knows that God
wants to gjve. God’s greatest desire is to give and there will be no limit to the gving, She also
wants to gjve, how ever little or nothing that gving might seem to her, she wants to gve. It’s like
she’s saying all the Pieces arein Place here, yet there is this great sense that some’ching is missing,
somcthing is not beinggiven. This is the first part of this Pcrson’s prayer, and we've seen it alreacly
in various ways, the person who is rea”g close to God has that sense that tl'leg are not, or that there
is something missing or theg are longing for something.

Then we move to another Paragrap}'x) which is rea”g an expression of Progound humilitg. Sheis
sagingl cando nothing. ‘Who can free themselves from !owly manners or limitations hcyou do not
lift them to gourselﬁ my God, in Puri’cg of love? Who cando it? Nobodg can. The |ow!9 manners
and limitations of life in this world and the human condition, onlg God can lift the person up from
tlﬂa’c; and He does so in Puritg of [oveJ onlg true Iove, on19 God can do that. Now the second
c]uestion, ‘How will human beings bego’cten and nurtured in lowliness rise up to you, Lord, hcgou do
not raise them with your hand that made them? You made them, it’s your hand that raises t]ﬁem;
those two questions are cxprcssing her total depcndence upon God; her own weakness, the
humble situation that she’sin. Thisis a person Put’cing into prayer what’s happcning within. The
questions and doubts and the situations she finds herself in, this soul is tota”g taken up with the
love of God. Tota”9 living }33 the love of God. Now there’s another shiF’c, and it’s the
acknow[eclgment that she has evergthing. “You will not take from me, my Gocl, what you once gave
me in your onlg Son Jesus C}'xrist, in whom you gave me all1 desire’. UP until now, as we’ve been
saging, she wants, wants, wl'xy have I not been given, whg cannot | lift mgselF uP? Now she’s saying
you have alreadg gjven me evergthing, and you’re not going to take it away from me. You haven’t
taken away Jesus Christ, therefore you haven’t taken away all the evergthingthat you gave me.
Now the waiting has been turned into a celebration. ‘Hence | rejoice that if | wait for you, you will
not cle!ag’. So, the waiting, the Pain) having exPressecl the Pain of waiting, now thejog of the
waiting, the rejoicing init. God is both holding back and gving and has of course gjven evergthing
in Jesus Christ, which is the Point of the whole prayer, and the Point it gets to. So this is how she’s
addressing God in truthfulness, oPening her heart in love; it’s the prayer of love.

And then the prayer shifts (again), the second half is not adclrcssing God but herself,
addressing her soul, her dcepest person who she is, as though she is a different person, this is who
she’s aclclressing now; starting with a question. ‘With what Procrastinations do you wait, since from
this very moment you can love God in your heart?’ W]’]g wait? What's this all about? What's the
comPIaining all about? There’s no’c]’xing to stoP you loving Gocl; you may think He hasn’t answered
this prayer or that prayer, or you may feel that 9ou’re very [owlg or humble, or that your works are
not goocl enough, or whatever it is, but none of this can stop you loving, none of this can stop you
resPonding in love to the love that God is givinggou. He has given that love in His Son Jesus
Christ. That’s the love that He has given. So now the prayer goes on to express in a beautiful
sense what God has given, nothing less than evcrgt]ﬂing.

It goes on then - ‘Mine are the heavens and mine is the earth. Mine are the nations, thcjust are

mine, and mine the sinners. The angels are mine, and the Mother of God, and all tlﬁings are mine;
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and God Himself is mine and for me, because Christ is mine and all for me’.  The Father has given
Jesus C]’]rist, given Him before all eternitg as we saw in the poem this morning; has given evergthing.
It’s the very nature of God to give, and when God has given Jesus He has gven evergthing, because
cverg’clﬁing is the bride of Jesus; and therefore he lists out everytlﬁing here, the heavens, and the
earth, evcrything God has created. The nations, good People, bad People,just, sinners, all
People. And the angels, and the Mother of God, His own Mother; and all things,, everytning else,
evergthing that could Possiblg be included, and God Himself. He has gjven Himselﬁ in giving His
Son He has given Himsehc; and | possess it a”, lhave itall. Here’s someone whois looking for
somet]’xing, {:ecling that somcthing is missing, and nowis te“ing herself hcgou have everything, you
couldmt Possiblg be [acking angtl-ning because Jesus Christ has been gjven to you. hcgou have
Jesus you have even God Himself because ‘Christ is mine and all for me’.

So then, back to qucstioning again ‘What do you ask, then, and seek my soul? You're asking
and seeking when you have evergthing! That’s one of the extraorclinarg Paracloxes of the sPiritual
lhcq here’s somebodg asking and seeking_, yet she has cvergtning. There’s a wonderful image John
uses in The Living Flame of the caverns, and these vast caverns, as the person is gctting closer to
God are getting bigger and bigger, he says, and cmptier and emPtier, I’lungrier and Iﬁungn'er, the
closer to God the person comes: because the caPacit9 for God is growing and increasing the closer
one gets to God. The person has a great sense of that caPacitg for God.

God seems almost absent when He is closest and the person seems most em[:)tg when rea”g God
has given her evcrgt]ﬂing. So whg do you seek then? “Yoursis all of this, and allis Forgou’. And
she knows that, that she has all of this, and itis all for her and 3ct she seeks and searches and he,
John, is not in any way in this prayer condemning the seeking and the searclﬁing, or saying she’s
wrong to seck and search. No, this is the prayer, the seeking and scarching is n'ght. You kecp
sceking and searching even when you have evergthing, that is the prayer of the person. “Yours is
all of this, and all is Forgou. Do not engage goursehc in something less or pay heed to the crumbs
that fall from you Father’s table. Go forth and exultin your Glorg! Hide 3ourselF in it and rejoice,
and you will obtain the suPPIica’cions o{zyour heart’. You will obtain what you're longing scarc"ling
and seeking for, but g0 and exult, rejoice, dont pay heed to angthing less; you have got all of this.
So, rcjoice) celebrate God'’s glorg‘ Soitis a wonderful prayer, the prayer of someboc]g livingthc
fullness of love, transformed }33 love; yetin that Place where that seeking, that searching is the
Cross, and at every stage of the sPiritual life the Cross is there. Inone way and another it’s alwags
there.

Rig]’lt throug}’lout John’s writings we could go to so many Places to the sense of who Jesus Christ is,
and the Place of Jesus Christ. l’lljust Pick out a few P!accs worth looking at. There are three keg
cnaPters in The Ascent of Mt. Carmel which rca”y are the answer to the question Where is Jesus
Christ in the one’s sPiritual life? The first is Book 1 chaptcr 13, there in that chapter evergthing
ninges on motivation. Jesus is the motivation. It is for Jesus Clﬁrist) those three words , for Jesus
Christ. He is the motive for setting out on this road, He is the motive for every sacriﬁ'ce, every
decision, evergthing that one does. Out of love for Jesus Christ there can be no limit for what one
will do, and that cl'laPtcr sets outin very clear terms, do this out of love for Jesus. There can be no

other reason to set out on the spiritual journcg‘ There is no other reason to live a sPirituai life. In
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John of the Cross’ teacliing; the motive alwaus has to be love of Jesus Christ. The bride seel<ing
the Briclegroom; the bride who has been wounded with love l)u the Briclegroom, that’s the laeginning
of the Canticle, that’s the motivation, there can be no other motivation. ‘As onejournegs along this
road’ a great John of the Cross Pl’irase that we find over and over again, and ‘Fix one’s eyes on
Jesus Christ’. Look to Jesus Christ, look at Him not at 3oursclt. Keep lool<ing at Jesus Christ,
that’s very much the theme of the second clrial:)ter of the Ascent, Book 2, cl"iaPter 7- Againa very
Protouncl cl1a[:>ter on Jesus Christ. There are two Parts to the cl*ia[:)ter. The first Part is about
listening to Jesus, listening to His words in the Gospels. And John in Particular emplﬂasises those
sagings that were not so attractive; some of the tliings that Jesus said were very attractive. We like
some of the Pl’irases, some of the sayings, there are others we’re not so attracted to. The ones
we’re not so attracted to, are because, John says, there’s more of God being revealed there. Our
inclinations, our Pretercnces are very different to God’s. God sees tl1ings inavery different way.
So if we’re not attracted to some Particular sauing, and we find it Particularlu cliallenging, £0 there
he says, stay tnere; there is sometlﬂing there that God is sauing to you.

The second Part of that cl'iaPter is lool<ing at the examPle of Jesus, how He livccl, at the Cross.
It's His self cmptuing, His giving totallu of Himself, that total seltgiving, and there upon the Cross
Jesus calls out ‘Mg Gocl) Mg Gocl, wl19 have you forsaken me? John of the Cross focuses on that.
Here’s Jesus believing that God has forsaken Him. All the Peoplc have abandoned Him, all His
friends have abandoned Him, He has given evergthing‘, He has died to evergtliing, John said there is
notl'iing more to die to. Now Jesus believes God has abandoned Him, yet that is the very moment
John said, when God is cloing His greatest work in Jesus Christ. Heis uniting the world. Itis the
moment of the Spiritual Marriage; it is the moment of reconciliation of God and all of creation. Itis
the greatest work of God. Jesus could not be closer to the l'"‘atlicr) the Father could not be closer
to Jesus. And there is a lesson there in the whole 5Piritual life for us all. As we’ve seen over and
over again in different ways, when we seen further and further from God that’s the moment of
greatest closeness. When we think God is missing or has abandoned us, or not answering our
prayers, that’s the moment of grace; that’s when He’s cloing sometl'iing l)cuoncl our l<nowlcclge,
l)euoncl our unclcrstancling.

The third cliaptcr to pay close attention to in the Ascent is Book 2: cliapter 22. Jesus is the
Word of the Father. He is God’s Word. Everytlwing God has ever said in the past or would ever
want to say is contained in Jesus. He is the Word. Evergtliing we could ever want to lwear, or long
foris there in Jesus, listen to Him. All the Scriptures speal< about Him; evergtlﬁng God would ever
want to say to us is contained in Jesus Christ. John says dor’t be lool<ing after other tl'iings) or
secking after other tl-nings, evergtl-iing is in Jesus Christ. Just like this prayer The Soul taken in
Love, God has given us evergtliing in Jesus. Everytliing He would ever want to say is contained in
Jesus. I'm very much reminded of one of the famous ‘Sauings of Ligl1t and Love’, “The Father
sPol<e one Word, which was His Son, and this Word He s[:)eal<s alwags in eternal silence, and in
silence must it be heard lsu the soul’. (Newer translation page 92:100, older book page 675:21). In
all of l'iistoru from the creation, God spol«: one Word only and that Word is Cl’irist, and that’s the

Word spoken in eternal silence and one has to enter that silence to hear that Word. It silences
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evergthing else, every otherword. Silence. So those three chaPters of The Ascent of Mt. Carmel
are worth Pondering.

Jesus is the end of the sPiritual life. When it comes to the final stanzas of the SPiritual Canticle,
there we see that Jesus is the Briclegroom, all of the Canticle is an entering ever more deeplg into
relationship with Jesus, and that relationship keeps evolving, butitis alwags going to take a person
to where life took Jesus Himselxc, to the Cross, because the Cross is the deepest mystery of Jesus.
It's the most ProFouncl revelation of who God is. The wisdom of the Cross, as John sPeaks about,
that’s where we’re drawn to, the Place of Jesus Christ in the spiritual life. Andthe origjn, the
source of that is creation itself. This is what we’re created 1Cor, we’re created for a re]ationship with
Jesus Christ, that’s what we saw in the poem this morning, and as we grow sPiri’cuang, we grow into a
relationship with Jesus Christ; and the motive is alwags love for Jesus Christ, and He is the model.
He has gone before us, we follow Him, look to Him and live as close as Possible to the life He lived.
That is the life of a Christian as John of the Cross teaches it to us.
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